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LETTER TO THE FAITHFUL 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT OF POPE LEO XIV TO TURKEY 

 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

As we approach our encounter with the Holy Father in Istanbul, I wish to address to you a message 
of encouragement, joy, and thanksgiving. This moment is a true gift from God, a special grace offered 
to the whole Church in Turkey. Meeting the Successor of Peter is never a simple event: it is an 
experience of communion, a tangible sign of the unity the Lord asks us to live and to serve. 

I invite you to welcome this encounter as a time of light and inner renewal. The presence of the Pope, 
pastor of the universal Church, strengthens each of us in faith. Among the most precious moments of 
your pilgrimage will, of course, be the Mass celebrated with the Holy Father. Participating in the 
Eucharist with him is an exceptional grace: it is to be united with Christ together with the whole 
Church, visible and invisible, and to taste the deep joy of the unity of the Body of Christ. May it 
rekindle in you the desire to follow Christ with faithfulness, humility, and trust, and may it help you 
perceive how the Church, even when scattered to the four corners of the world, remains one Body. 

Your presence alongside the Holy Father manifests the beauty of the bond between our parishes and 
the universal Church. Even if our communities are small, they are fully part of the great family of 
God. This Mass with the Pope is its radiant sign: it declares that we are one people, gathered around 
the same Lord. It also proclaims that we are never alone: we are carried by the prayer of the entire 
Church, and we too carry the Church in our prayer. 

By coming to meet the Pope in Istanbul, you also offer a testimony of peace and respect to Turkish 
society. May your attitude—marked by kindness and discretion—reflect the presence of Christ, the 
artisan of fraternity. May you show, through your joy and fidelity, the beauty of a faith lived daily. 

May this encounter bear abundant fruit: a strengthening of your hope in the face of the sometimes-
demanding challenges of Christian life in Turkey; a renewed missionary impulse to bear witness to 
the Gospel with gentleness and courage; and a deeper fraternity among the parishes of our dioceses, 
which are called to walk together beyond distances and differences of language, tradition, or rite. 

I pray that in this jubilee year, you may return to your communities as seeds of peace, hope, and 
joy, sharing what you have lived. 
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I also encourage you to live this event—and especially the Eucharist—with a deep spirit of prayer: 
pray for the Holy Father and his task; pray for our Church in Turkey, that it may continue to be a 
place of encounter, service, and witness; pray that each of you may receive the personal grace the 
Lord wishes to offer. 

Dear brothers and sisters, may this encounter with Pope Leo be for you a source of lasting joy, and 
may it bear fruit for our entire Church. 

 

Martin Kmetec, OFM Conv 
Metropolitan Archbishop of Izmir 
President of the Catholic Bishops of Türkiye 


