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Prot. №. 16/2026 EN 

Izmir, April 13, 2026 
 
 
The Catholic Bishops' Conference of Turkey and the faithful living in our country XIV 
their solidarity and filial affection express to His Holiness Pope Leo, following the 
arrogant and unfounded statements about him made by President Trump. 
 
The Catholic Church living in Turkey will always stand alongside the Successor of 
Peter in raising its voice, according to the teaching of the Gospel, in favor of peace, 
justice, and respect for the dignity of every person. 
 
We pray to the Lord to grant Pope Leo XIV the strength and joy to continue his ministry 
and to be everywhere a proclaimer of the Gospel and a sign of the love of the Risen 
Christ, the Good Shepherd. 
 

 
 
 
† Martin KMETEC, OFMConv 
Metropolitan Archbishop of Izmir 
President of the Episcopal Conference of Türkiye 
 


