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Izmir, 20 August 2026

To the members of the Episcopal Conference of Tiirkiye,
to the priests, consecrated men and women,
and to all the faithful of the Catholic Church in Tiirkiye

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

With hearts gathered in prayer and sustained by Easter hope, we commend to the Lord of life Bishop
Louis Pelatre, A.A., who on 20 August 2026 completed his earthly pilgrimage, after a time of trial
lived in trusting abandonment to the mercy of the Father.

The Episcopal Conference of Tiirkiye, expressing the gratitude and affection of many, accompanies
this moment with prayer and feels especially close to the religious family of the Augustinians of the
Assumption, to his confreres, friends, and the communities that received from his presence a humble
and faithful sign of the charity of Christ.

Having arrived in Tiirkiye in 1970, Bishop Pelatre made this land the concrete place of his vocation
and service. Here he loved and served the Church with the heart of a pastor, sharing the joys and
hardships of the communities entrusted to him and faithfully preserving the hope of the Gospel.

His presence among us remains the living memory of a life given in faith: a life spent for the Church
in Tiirkiye, for communion among Christians, and for sincere and respectful dialogue with all those
who seek truth and goodness.

With discretion, perseverance, and an evangelical spirit, he bore witness that the mission of the
Church is, above all, presence, listening, charity, and fraternity. His pastoral service, carried out with
humility and dedication, continues to speak to the heart of our Church and encourages us to walk in
faith, hope, and love.

We now entrust his soul to the infinite mercy of the Father, certain that the Lord, the Good Shepherd,
welcomes his faithful servant into the light of the eternal Easter. May his memory remain for us an
invitation to serve Christ and his Church with humility, fidelity, and love, especially in the daily
circumstances in which the Gospel calls us to be instruments of peace and fraternity.

I invite all the members of the Episcopal Conference of Tiirkiye, the priests, religious men and
women, and all the faithful to unite in prayer for the repose of his soul, so that Bishop Louis Pelatre
may contemplate the face of the Lord and receive the reward promised to good and faithful servants.
The funeral rites will be celebrated on Monday, 24 August 2026, at 6:00 p.m., in the Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit in Istanbul.

May Mary, Mother of the Church, accompany our brother bishop to meet the risen Son and console
all those who mourn his departure from this world.
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